
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  12th MARCH 2009.
Present:
David Brown : Chair



Eddie Quirk


Tim Harker




Jonny Sykes


Douglas Micklethwait



David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  None. 
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES  :  Cllr Falla (Military Duty) : Cllr Withers (Poor Health). 
ITEM 2 :   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      Cllr Quirk declared an interest in agenda Item 6.1 which he felt was potentially prejudicial.
ITEM 3 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES      Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 12th February 2009 was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Quirk, and agreed by all. 
ITEM 4:   :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
4.1
Item 11.1 - Mobile Home facilities on ‘Longview’ land .  The Clerk advised on the latest position on this subject via a vis inquiries from the community. KDC had promised to keep the Council advised on any developments.

4.2
Item 8 – Permanent TRO Proposal  The Clerk noted the follow-up inquiry from WCC re-allegations of ‘hearsay’ and his response : e-mail dated 26th February 09.  Although he was confident that his response represented Council policy,  he advised that it would be prudent to place this formally on record. It was confirmed by all that the following particular element was accurate but  perhaps less than clear in earlier Minutes and should be recorded here:- 
“At this stage in the process Chute Parish Council policy on this issue has been stated in our earlier response dated 30th January 2009.   This policy has been formed ………….. in favour of the needs of the overwhelming majority of users over those of the recreational vehicle user minority only after many years of effort to square the circle.  It  is only recently that circumstances have forced us to accept that the conflicting needs are not reconcilable in this particular case……”
4.3
Item 14.2 B.T. Pole at Chute Cadley Green  The Clerk advised that he had written to B.T. on 15th February but had received no response.  He would keep this in view.
ITEM 5 :   TIDWORTH COMMUNITY AREA (Pilot) BOARD
5.1
An e-copy of the minutes of the 23rd February meeting was provided to all.  Principal points of interest were those relating to re-deployment of Police resources and the geographical make-up of the Community Area – it was still unclear whether inclusion of Pewsey Area had been successfully resisted. It was noted, and accepted, that in future all matters ranging through Health to Policing/Crime should be referred to the Area Board through the Parish Council – which would take a position on sponsorship of the issues raised. 
ITEM 6 :   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
6.1
E/09/0122/Longview/FUL :  to replace existing dwelling.    
Adjournment :  The meeting was adjourned to enable Cllr Quirk to speak as a member of the public against the impact of proposed planting scheme. He then withdrew from the Hall for the duration of this Item.
The application was discussed in the light of the on-site meeting held on 22nd February (Clerk’s note : attended by all other than Cllr Harker- a favourable initial impression had been gained) and the following form of words was agreed by all present other than Cllr Harker who abstained since he had not had the opportunity to form a view on the application:-
An extensive planting scheme is proposed to minimise the impact of the new dwelling on the overall environment of the area.  It is the view of the Parish Council that it must also be sympathetic to the concerns of neighbours of the property : but that this is not currently the case.   With that proviso, the Council views the proposed replacement build in a very positive light and therefore makes no objection to this planning application.
6.2
The Clerk noted  the following applications received and/or processed since last meeting :-   
6.2.1
E/09/0104/FUL  Yew Tree Cottage, Forest Lane : to replace rear extension.  This had been duly considered and a ‘no objection’ position unanimously agreed.   Due to circumstances including the short timescale of the consultation and the fact that no neighbours had any objection,  this had been released to KDC early.  Formal discussion and confirmation of this position was recorded.   The Clerk then advised that KDC had refused to grant permission for this development – dated 10th March 09.
6.2.2
K/59494/F   The Carthouse, Chute Cadley. : to convert to holiday accommodation.  It was noted that in the light of specialist review of the Engineering report, the application had been granted full planning permission.  However, in view of Members’ reservations, paragraph 12 of the approval was noted with interest viz  “ If the building is taken down or demolished, or if it otherwise collapses or falls into a condition beyond repair then the benefit of the planning permission will be lost.”
6.2.3
E/09/0070/TCA  Earnley Cottage, Upper Chute : to fell (& replace) Cherry tree. No objection made by PC. Approved by KDC
ITEM 7 :   Governance & Accounting 
7.1
On the invitation of the Chair, Cllr Sykes (special interest : finance) reported as follows on the outcome of the checks he had carried out on 19th February 2009 in accord with the Council’s Audit programme :-
7.1.1
Council expenses – refund claimed by Clerk for period ! September 08 to 18 February 09. Random spot checks had been carried out and the record/claim found to be accurate - the nature and extent of the expenditure was also found to be appropriate and in accord with Council policy.
7.1.2
Bank/Accounts reconciliation    The latest statement received was as at the end of December 2008. The reconciliation recorded by the Clerk/RFO  was found to be accurate.
7.1.3
Hours worked by the Clerk – for period July 2008 to end January 2009    Random spot checks had been carried out concurrently with the record of expenses and found to be accurate - the nature and extent of the work undertaken was also found to be appropriate and in accord with Council policy.  It was noted that the average hours/week over the period was 10.09 – against a Precept forecast of 10.5.
ITEM 8   FINANCE  : APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

8.1
The following payments listed in the agenda were discussed and approved by all on a proposal by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Quirk:-
8.1.1
£255.10 to Clerk for refund of expenses  : period 1 September 08 to 18 February 09.


8.1.2  
£991.50 to Clerk as salary for 2nd half of financial year.



(Note : Salary of £1886 agreed at November 08 meeting – less provisional payment of 



£894.50 made at September 08 meeting)

8.1.3     £70.00 to KDC : charge for Amenity Skip on 16 Jan 09 @ Village Hall 


8.1.4    £52.00  to Village Hall : rental for Dec/Jan/Feb/Mar  meetings.

8.2
The following payments, although invoiced too late for inclusion in the agenda,  were for costs/liabilities previously agreed and were therefore approved by all on a proposal by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait :-

8.2.1
£23.00 to WALC for costs of Clerk/RFO accounting matters seminar.


(Attendance/cost agreed at Item 7 of 12th February 09 minutes)

8.2.2
£7.00 to Chute Village Hall for rental on afternoon of 15th November for Play Project – 
liability accepted at Item 15.2 of minutes of 30th October meeting.
ITEM 9 :   SCHEDULING OF  COUNCIL MEETINGS 
9.1
The following dates were unanimously agreed as per the Agenda:-
2009:     25th June  :  6th August  :  17th September  :  29th October  :  3rd December  

2010:     7th January  :  11th February  :  11th March  :  Annual Meeting 13th May  


(Chair to Preside over Annual Parish (Parishioners’) Meeting on 8th April 2010)
ITEM 10 :   SATNAV DIRECTED VEHICLES
10.1
A letter from a parishioner at Upper Chute regarding the problems caused by vehicles - particularly large ones -  following ‘satnav’ directions was discussed.  In that instance travelling from the Causeway towards Ludgershall via Parsonage Farm and thence down Forest Lane.  The first part being demonstrably unsuitable for large vehicles and the latter part already signed by Highways for some time as unsuitable at the Parish Council’s request.   There had also been verbal complaints about incidents at Chute Cadley – although with the distinction that these vehicles were actually entering a dead-end at the Green and causing verge damage trying to extricate themselves.
10.2
It was noted that, although this was a national issue, efforts should still be made to identify a solution. The obvious approach was felt to be one of ‘signage’.  However, aside from the fact that the problem drivers generally failed to observe signs,  the identified local options would only contrive to move the problems around – without improvement.   I was concluded that the best option was approach WCC Highways officers to explore the possibility of a ‘wider area’ approach to improve matters.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 11 :   GRIT BINS – REVIEW
11.1
The Clerk advised that he had only had one response to the consultation placed in the March issue of the Chronicle – seeking an extra bin at the top of the single track section of Malthouse Lane.  Members then recorded suggested additions at the junction by St Nicolas Church and at the ‘Old’ Tibbs Meadow entrance.  It was agreed to postpone any action till the next meeting to allow adequate time for public responses.
ITEM 12 :   AMBULANCE SERVICE
12.1 The approach taken in the SEK Area Health Forum letter (copy with agenda) was supported.  It was accepted that any approach specific to the Parish would properly be channelled through TCAB by the Parish Council (see Item 5 above).  However, since the record of response to emergencies in the parish was felt to have been good recently, no action was felt necessary for the present.
ITEM 13 :   ALLOTMENTS
13.1
It was agreed that action to resolve the two outstanding issues, review of rental charges and let of plot containing abandoned green-house,  awaited an informal meeting between Council representatives and the current allotment tenants.  Arrangements had proved less than straightforward but should be in hand shortly. The Clerk noted that he should collect rents for the coming year before the end of the month.
ITEM 14 :   UPPER CHUTE YOUTH ACTIVITY AREA – COMMUNITY PROJECT
14.1
The Chair stated he had nothing to report – progress to be kept under review.

ITEM 15 :   WC DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SERVICE- SEMINAR
15.1
The Chair noted the re-presented power point presentation provided by KDC (copied by e-mail to all) and all agreed the sections clarifying material and non-material considerations on planning applications were very useful.







ITEM 16.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
Allotments/’Longview’ Determined Boundary  The chair produced a letter dated 2 March 2009 from the Land Registry advising that that the determined boundary had now been successfully lodged, and providing a copy of the Parish Council’s updated title plan and register – edition dated 19.09.2008. 
16.2
Community Area Award  The Clerk noted that the Council’s nomination of Mr Chris Stock had been accepted and the award ceremony would be at Chute club on  18th March – a good turnout was hoped for.
16.3
Planning Applications  relating to West Limmer Barns and 3 Tolleys Cottage were produced. Given all the circumstances an (Extra-ordinary) meeting was scheduled for 19th March to deal with these.  
16.4
Litter Picking Petition signed by five Chute Cadley residents was produced by the Chair, seeking supply of ‘litter pickers’ for volunteers.  Clark to approach KDC for loan.
16.5
The Chair noted that the next (the Annual) meeting was scheduled for 14th May 2009 (noted also the Parish Meeting on 9th April) and there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 21.05.
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